



Loues Labour sloftd 

LetmueiS.l amrcfolu’d/tis but a three yceres fafh 
I heminde (ball banquet, though the body pine, 

Fat paunches haue leant pates: and daintie bits 
Make rich the ribs, but banquerout the witt. 

D timetne. My louing Lord , Dutmnejs mortified., 

The groller manner of thefc worlds delights, 

H e throwes vpon the grolfe worlds bafer flaues ; 

To toue, to w ealth, to pompe I pine and die. 

With ail thefc liuing in Philofophic. 

Berowne. I can but fay their protection oucr. 

So much, deere I.icge, I hauc already fvvornc. 

That is, to line and ftudy hccre three yceres. 

But there arc other drift obicruances : 

As not to fee a woman in thatterme, 

Which 1 hope well is not enrolled there. 

And one day in aweeketotouehnofood 
And but one mcale on euery day befidef 
The which I hope is not enrolled there. 

And then to fleepe but three houres in the night, 

And not be feene to winkc of all the day. 

When I was wont to thinke no harme all nighr,, 

And make a darke night too ofhalfethcday ; 

Which I hope well is'not enrolled there. 

Q, thefc are barren taskes. too hard tokeepe. 

Not to fee Ladycs, ftudy, fad, rot fleepe . 

Ford. Youroath is pad, topallc awayfrem thefe* 

Berov, Let me fay no my Liedge, and if youpleafe, 

J onely fworctodudy with your grace. 

And flay hrere in your Cour tfprthrce yceres (pace. 

Longa. Youfwore to that Berctme^ and. tothc reft® 
Beret*. By yea and nay fir, then I fwore in iefl. 

What is the end of fltidy, let me know i 

Fer. Why that to know whichclfe we fliould noc know. 
Ser. Things hid & bard 'you meant) from common fenfe 
Fer dr, I, that is ftudies god-hke recornpence. 

Bero . Come on then, I will fweare to ftudy, io,, 
Toknowthcthing I am forbid to know: 

As thus, to ftudy where I well may dine , 

When I too fall cxprcflfcly am forbid. 
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tones Labours loft. 

Or ftudy whereto roeete fome MiftrefTe fine 
When MiftrelTes from common fenfe are hid. 

Or hauing fworne too hard a keeping oath, 

Studie to breake if, and not breake my troth. 

}{ ftudies gains be thus, and this be foe, 1 

Studie knpNvcs that which yet it doth not know, 

Swears me to this, and I will nec’re fay no. 

Fcrd. Thefebctheftops that hinder ftudic quite, 

Andtrainc ourintellefts to vaine delight. 

Ber. Why ? alldclights are vaine, and that molt vain© 

Which with paine piachas’d,doth inherit painc, 

Aspainefully to poarevpon a Booke , 

To fecke thclight of truth, while truth thewhiie 
Dothfalfely blinde the eyc-fight of his lookc : 

Light feeking light, doth light of light beguile 
So erey ou finde where light in darkcnelle lies. 

Your light growes darke by loofing of your eyes. 

Studieme how to pleafe the eye indeede, .. ^ 

By fixing it vpon a fairer eye, ‘i 

Who dazling fo, that eye flialibe his heed, 

Andgiue him light that it was blinded by, 

Studie is like the heauens glorious Sunne, 

That will not be deepe fearch’d with lawey looker j 
Small hauecontiniiall plodders euer wonne, 

Saue bale authority from other&Bookes. '< 

Thefc Earthly Godfathers of heauenslights. 

That giuc a name to euery fixed Starre, . . 

Haue no mote profit of their firming nights, 

Then thefe that walke and wot not what they are. 

Too much to know isto knownoughtbut fames 
And euery Godfather can giuea name. 

Fer. How well tree’s read, to reafon againft reading. 

Fdttm. Proceeded well, to ftop ail good proceeding, 

Lon. Hee weedes the come, and ftill lets grow the weeding, 
Ber. The fprmgisnearc when grecne geclTe are abreeding* 
Dnm. How foliowcsthat . ? ‘ 

Ber. Finn Hisplaccand time:. 

Hum. In reafon nothing. 

B< r. Something then in rimr. 
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